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A creative curriculum:  

embedding contemporary art in Scottish schools 

 
Edinburgh College of Art Main Building 

Friday 14 June 2019, 10:00 am – 4:30 pm  

 

 
 
Catch up with coverage of the event on:   
 
Twitter  
@engagevisualart   
@engagescotland  
@eca_edinburgh  
 
Instagram  
@engagevisualart  
@edinburghcollegeofart  
 
Facebook  
@engageinthevisualarts  
@EngageScot  
@ECA.edinburgh 
 

#edinburghcollegeofart 

#acreativecurriculum  

https://twitter.com/engagevisualart
https://www.instagram.com/engagevisualart/?hl=en
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Conference Programme 

 9:30 am 
 

Registration and coffee 
 

10:00 am Conference welcome  
 
Susan Mowatt, Senior Lecturer, School of Art, Edinburgh College of Art 
Sarah Yearsley, Engage Scotland Coordinator  
 

10:10 am Keynote from Monster Chetwynd  
 
Monster Chetwynd (b. 1973, London) lives and works in Glasgow. 
Chetwynd graduated from the Royal College of Art with an MA in painting 
(2004), following a BA in Fine Art at the Slade School of Art (2000) and a 
BA in Social Anthropology and History at UCL (1995) (all London). Known 
for her bric-a-brac style performance pieces, featuring handmade 
costumes, props and sets, Chetwynd describes her work as ‘impatiently 
made’, often re-using cheap materials that are easy to process and to use 
by the many performers she invites to participate, emphasizing the notion 
of collective development that informs much of the artist’s work. (courtesy 
of Sadie Coles HQ) 
 

10:40 am Questions for Monster 
 

10:50 am The state of play: practitioners 
 
Short, Pecha Kucha style, presentations sharing best and current practice 
in engaging with contemporary art from across schools, the visual arts and 
gallery education sectors. 
 

• Louise Fraser, Teacher (Art & Design), Drummond High School, 
Edinburgh/ freelance artist educator  

• Debi Banerjee, Curator for Learning, Edinburgh Sculpture Workshop 

• Martin Craig, Curator/Producer and Carolyn Foran, Museum Education 
Officer, Glasgow Museums  

• Liz Conacher, Schools Learning Officer, National Galleries of Scotland, 
Edinburgh 

• Sarah Derrick, Head of Learning, DCA, Dundee 
 

Questions for first set of presenters 
 

• Gwen Adair, Teacher (Art & Design), Dumfries Academy 

• Tracy Morgan, Community Engagement Manager, The Fruitmarket 
Gallery, Edinburgh  

• Zoe Patterson, Head of Graphic Design, Edinburgh College of Art 

• Carol Dunbar, Learning & Engagement Programme Manager, Pier Arts 
Centre, Stromness  

 
Questions for second set of presenters 
 

12:35 pm Lunch, networking and resource sharing in the Sculpture Court 
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1:30 pm Afternoon session chaired by Jane Sillis, Director of Engage 
 

The wider context 
 

• Ron Cowie, Senior Education Officer, Education Scotland.  

• Sarah McAdam, Creative Learning Officer, Creative Scotland  

• Lorna Macdonald, Principal Officer, The Arts and Creative Learning, The 
City of Edinburgh Council 

• John Brown, Lecturer, Drawing and Painting, School of Art, Edinburgh 
College of Art  

• Diarmuid McAuliffe, Lecturer, School of Education, University of the 
West of Scotland 

• Zac Hughson, 3rd Year Sculpture student at Edinburgh College of Art  
 

2:40 pm  Q&A with our afternoon speakers 
 

2:50 pm Tea break 
 

3:10 pm  What next? Workshop with Paul Gorman from Hidden Giants 
 

4:20 pm Closing remarks 
 

4:30 pm  Conference ends 
 

 

Thanks to Edinburgh College of Art for partnering with Engage Scotland on A 

creative curriculum: embedding contemporary art in Scottish schools. 

Edinburgh College of Art, (ECA), is a leading international art college within the 

University of Edinburgh.  

Over the years ECA has been involved in numerous outreach activities that have involved 
primary and secondary schools in the Lothians with a wide range of pupils, Art and Design 
students, lecturers and teachers. These projects have often included teaching students 
from Moray House School of Education and gallery education teams.  

Looking at creative learning and teaching practices and positioning contemporary art as a 
core element in how this can be implemented across the curriculum, feeds into the 
research of both the Art & Learning and Futurity/Society/Action ECA research groups. 

https://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/ 

Engage Scotland represents the Scottish body of Engage members, responding to 

training and networking needs within gallery education with a Scottish focus. 

Engage Scotland offers a programme of events, projects and research supporting those 

working in learning and engagement in visual arts venues in Scotland. Several events, 

including networking and training meetings, are held each year across Scotland reflecting 

themes and concerns within the sector. 

We currently have over 90 members representing organisations, artists and freelance 

gallery educators from across Scotland. 

http://engage.org/engage-scotland/  

 

https://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/
http://engage.org/engage-scotland/
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Conference Background  

As gallery educators, artists and teachers we know that engaging with contemporary visual 

art and creativity in schools can support learning and attainment in many ways.  

But in the context of the attainment challenge and a justifiable focus on literacy and 

numeracy are we making our voices heard? If not, why not? And why is this important? 

Things are changing and perhaps we need to change our practices too rather than offering 

the same old learning opportunities for schools and being disappointed when they aren’t 

taken up.  

Who should we work with to take things forward? Where are the new and innovative ways 

of working? And what should we do next? 

This national conference co-hosted by Engage Scotland, the National Association for 

Gallery Education, and Edinburgh College of Art will provide a national platform for sharing 

best practice with colleagues and for joining up thinking, identifying problems and 

determining goals for future models in supporting schools, teachers and pupils to engage 

with contemporary art.  

This conference is aimed at primary and secondary teachers, headteachers, freelance 

artists, educators, gallery education teams, artists organisations etc. 

A pecha kucha style event in the morning will allow best practice from colleagues across 

the sector to be shared and a facilitated workshop in the afternoon will aim to determine 

objectives and achievable goals for the future. 

Guiding principles for the conference  

• Contemporary art raises contemporary issues 

 

• “We insist that the potential of learning through the arts is seen as crucial in helping 

to change and shape children and young people’s lives” 

Visual Arts Sector Manifesto pledge, Engage Scotland, SCAN, SAU, December 2017 

Conference themes could develop across two broad areas of discussion: 

1. Engaging with contemporary art and the visual arts and gallery sector supports the 

teaching of art and design in schools through provision of resources, networking 

and learning opportunities and working with artists.  

 
2. Engaging with contemporary art and the visual arts and gallery sector supports 

teachers in preparing children for their future lives and careers through nurturing 

creativity skills across the curriculum. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 
 

 
Stay Engaged!  
 
There are lots of reasons to be a member of the lead network for gallery education:  
  
Engage membership starts from just £3.25 a month, which is less (and better) than:   
a book of first-class stamps or one of those big high street chain shop coffees. 
 
Membership gives you access to a network of nearly 1000 like-minded and 
inspiring professionals working in gallery, museum and visual arts education in the UK 
and beyond.  
  
Members enjoy lots of benefits including a weekly news and jobs e-bulletin, access to 
the twice-yearly Engage Journal, discounts on professional development and training 
events, plus discounted entry and offers at many visual arts venues.  
  
Who are our members?*  
Gallery Educators / Artists / Students / Curators / Academics / Teachers /  
Facilitators / Museum Educators / Directors / Former Teachers /  
Artist Educators  
  
We asked our members what they valued about their membership*:  
'Excellent professional development through meetings and events. The Engage 
conferences are brilliant!'  
  
'First to find out about new policy, research and projects about arts education in the UK.'  
  
'Hearing about a range of projects and the diversity of approaches in the field'  
  
Not yet a member? Here’s a few reasons why you should join*:  
'Because I'm involved with and passionate about gallery education'  
  
'It’s always great to find out about best practice and inspiring work undertaken by   
others'  
  
'To be part of a professional body - particularly when job hunting'  
  
'Being part of a network of professional artists, people who work in the arts, and in   
education'  
 
*Engage Members Survey 2017  
  
Coming up in 2019 
 
Our 30th Birthday (!) / our new Engage website (!!) / Engage Annual Conference 2019 
in Newcastle & Gateshead, Engage Scotland training and networking events…and 
lots more  
  
Join Engage today at https://engage.org/membership/ 
 

 

 

https://engage.org/membership/

