
 

      

 

 
 
 

 

Marsh Awards for Excellence in Gallery Education 
2020 
 

Do you know someone doing excellent and inspirational work in 
gallery or visual art education and learning? 
 
Engage, the National Association for Gallery Education and the Marsh Christian Trust are 
delighted to announce that nominations are open for the Marsh Awards for Excellence in 
Gallery Education 2020.  
 
The awards recognise and celebrate the achievements of those working in learning and 
education within gallery or visual arts contexts (freelance, salaried or as volunteers) in the 
UK and internationally. We recognise that 2020 has been a difficult year for those working 
in the arts, and we welcome nominations for colleagues whom you have worked with, 
including colleagues who are currently furloughed or whom you have stopped working 
with during the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
 
Nominations Deadline: 10.00 am on Monday 7 December 2020 
 
 
The awards ceremony will take place online early in 2021. 
 
 

 
I really valued receiving the Award, which gave a boost to confidence and 

encouraged reflection... It was equally valued within the gallery team and assisted 
in raising the profile of the Learning Programme as a whole. 

 
— Marsh Award recipient 

 
Why nominate? 
Running since 2011, the awards have successfully enabled winners to develop their 
arts education practice through funding attendance of courses and conferences, the 
joining of professional associations, visiting of good practice in the UK and abroad, 
funding of research, and by inspiring personal and professional confidence through 
the recognition of their work.  
 
 
 
 



 

The awards 

• Marsh Awards for Excellence in Gallery Education  
Five awards will be made to individuals in the UK who have shown dedication 
or innovation in their work, whilst working in learning or education, in or for 
galleries or visual arts organisations. Each winner will receive £500 to spend on 
their own professional development. 

• Marsh Awards for Excellence in Gallery Education (International Award) 
One award will be offered to an individual working outside the UK who has 
shown dedication or innovation in their work, whilst working in learning or 
education, in or for galleries or visual arts organisations. The winner will receive 
£500 to spend on their own professional development. 

• Marsh Awards for Excellence in Gallery Education (Lifetime Achievement Award) 
Introduced in 2019, this award celebrates the lifetime achievement of a colleague 
who is working, or who has worked in learning or education, in or for galleries or 
visual arts organisations in the UK. The winner will receive £500 to spend as they 
would like. 

 

 
I was thrilled to receive a Marsh Award, it feels like a 

really high accolade to achieve, especially as I still 
consider myself to be at quite an early stage in my career. 

 
— Marsh Award recipient 

 
Who can be nominated for the awards? 

• Colleagues at all stages of their careers, working freelance, in salaried 
positions or as volunteers.  

• Colleagues working with organisations of all sizes.  

• Nominators should be a colleague or a representative of an organisation who 
has worked with the nominee.  

• Nominees can include colleagues who are currently furloughed or whom you 
have stopped working with during the coronavirus pandemic. 

• It is not a requirement for the nominee to be a member of Engage. 
 
Who can be nominated for the lifetime achievement award? 

• Colleagues who have worked for a considerable time in learning or education, 
in or for galleries or visual arts organisations in the UK.  

• Colleagues who are still working and those who have stopped working.  

• Those who have worked or are working with organisations of all sizes. 

• Those who have been working freelance, in salaried positions or as 
volunteers.  

• Nominators should be a current or ex-colleague or a representative of an 
organisation who has worked with the nominee.  

• It is not a requirement for the nominee to be a member of Engage. 
 
Can I nominate somebody again? 
Yes! If you made a nomination in previous years, please feel free to do so again as 
we would be pleased to consider your nomination in 2020. 
 



 

How to make a nomination 

• A nomination should take less than an hour to complete. 

• Visit http://engage.org/marsh-awards-for-excellence-in-gallery-education-2020 
to download a nomination form.  

• Please speak to the person you are nominating and consult with them about 
completing the form. With the exception of the award for lifetime achievement, 
we would like to know how each nominee would like to use the award to 
support their continuing professional development.  

• Complete the form and send it to info@engage.org by 10.00 am on Monday 7 
December 2020. 

 
Judging criteria  

• Nominations should demonstrate how nominees have exceeded the 
expectations of their role, or previous role, by showing dedication or 
innovation in their work. 

• A panel of experts in gallery education along with representatives from the 
Marsh Christian Trust and Engage will select the winners. 

 
What’s involved in receiving an award? 

• Winners will be informed in mid December 

• Winners will be invited to submit a short film or visual presentation about their 
work. Visit https://engage.org/happenings/marsh-awards/marsh-awards-2019/ 
to see examples from the 2019 award winners. 

• The winner of the Lifetime Achievement Award will be offered assistance from 
Engage with their film or visual presentation. Winners of the general and 
international awards will be asked to make this independently.  

• The awards ceremony will take place online early in 2021 

• A contribution of £100 be offered to each awardee towards supporting them to 
make the short film and attending the online announcement 

• Documentation of the award will include a description of the winners’ 
education work and achievements, alongside their short film 

• Each winner will be asked to complete a short feedback form in 
Spring/Summer 2021 

 
Contact Information 
If you have any queries please contact info@engage.org / 020 7729 5858. 
 
Engage is committed to equality of access. If you would like this information in 
another format please contact Engage on 020 7729 5858 / info@engage.org 
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About the Marsh Awards 
 
The Marsh Christian Trust was founded in 1981 as a grant-making body. The trust 
runs an awards scheme of some 80 awards run in partnership with organisations 
across the fields of the Arts, Heritage, Social Welfare and Conservation. The trust 
works in partnership with organisations, such as Engage, to identify the best 
candidates and deliver these awards. The Marsh Awards for Excellence in Gallery 
Education were launched in 2011 as an annual award to recognise those working in 
Gallery Education who have shown dedication or innovation in their work.   
 
About Engage 
 
Engage is the lead advocacy and training network for gallery education. We support 
arts educators, organisations and artists to work together with communities in 
dynamic, open exchanges that give everyone the opportunity to learn and benefit 
from the arts. 
 
Engage is an Arts Council England Sector Support Organisation, supported by 
Creative Scotland and project funding from the Arts Council of Wales.  
 
Membership starts at just £36 per annum or £3.25 per month.  
Find out more at https://engage.org/membership/ 
 
 
Engage is supported by:  
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