
This series of briefing notes describes how 
gallery education addresses social provision 
and educational opportunities for children 
and young people, in the context of current 
education and local authority policies.

Children and young people have worked with 
galleries and artists to explore and make art as part 
of enquire. Since 2004 this national programme 
has carried out research in clusters of galleries, 
schools, youth groups, artists and universities to 
investigate what children and young people learn 
through engaging with contemporary art. In doing 
so it has explored the conditions that support and 
enable that learning.

Key research findings
enquire research has evidenced that: 

•	 gallery projects complement similar activity in 
school: they are interesting, less solitary and 
more fun. The projects are more stimulating  
and involving than other learning experiences, 
and as a result young people put in more effort 
and commitment

•	 participants learn art skills, particularly in  
digital media, that impact on their art and other 
work in school and provide them with more 
career options

•	 artists and participants learn together. Artists 
encourage questioning and experimentation. 
The young people are trusted, and respond 
positively by honouring that trust

•	 participants develop essential skills for life, 
including: working and taking decisions on 
their own; social skills and the ability to develop 
relationships; communication, debate and 
discussion of ideas; team-working; risk taking 
and experimentation

The value of working with galleries is recognised 
and promoted by Ofsted:
School visits to art galleries and museums have  
a profound impact on the creative aspirations  
and achievements of pupils and their teachers. 
Inspectors are often able to evaluate the lasting 
value of work with a gallery educator through the 
significantly improved quality of pupils’ learning  
in school continuing long after their visit. Where 
school and gallery partnerships are sustained  
the impact often extends to enriching the wider 
curriculum or engaging families unfamiliar with  
art galleries and museums existing in their locality. 
‘Memorable experience’ is an indicator of an 
outstanding curriculum. Pupils and teachers 
often recall their visit to an art gallery as a 
profound turning point in their creative and 
cultural development; inspectors agree.
Ian Middleton, Her Majesty’s Inspector, National 
Adviser for Art, Craft and Design Education, Ofsted  

The enquire programme has been funded jointly 
by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, 
the Department for Education and Arts Council 
England as part of the Strategic Commissioning 
Programme for Museum and Gallery Education.  
In phase 4, local authorities provided partnership 
funding for the eleven regional projects. The 
enquire programme has been managed by 
engage and developed in association with  
Arts Council England.

Strategic Commissioning for Museum and Gallery 
Education aims to develop capacity for galleries 
and museums to provide learning opportunities  
for children and young people and to make that 
learning increasingly effective. Since 2004 enquire 
and Watch this Space, the strands working with 
contemporary art and managed by engage, have 
involved more than 100 galleries across England.

Watch this Space has supported placements for 
teachers and trainee teachers in galleries and for 
gallery educators and artists in schools. This has 
led to greater understanding of the learning benefits 
of working with galleries, and how that learning 
contributes to school plans and the curriculum.  
For further details visit www.engage.org/
watchthisspace/index.aspx

engage is the National Association for Gallery 
Education: the lead professional association 
promoting understanding and enjoyment of  
the visual arts through advocacy, professional 
development, research and projects and 
disseminating practice.

engage has a membership of around 1,000, 
including galleries, museums and arts centres 
across the UK and in 18 countries internationally. 
engage is funded by Arts Council England and 
receives project funding from Creative Scotland  
and the Arts Council of Wales. 

For further details visit www.engage.org
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Galleries in Brighton and Hove
The ‘View-finder’ digital media project led to 
increased achievement and learning amongst 
young people in a deprived ward in Brighton. 

Brighton Photo Biennial, Lighthouse and Photoworks 
have worked with the City Council to give young 
people the opportunity to work on an ambitious 
project to support and extend their studies in school. 
Students at the Brighton Aldridge Community 
Academy (BACA) worked with artist Marianne Holm 
Hansen and web designer Paul Farrington on a 
photography/digital media project, public events 
and interactive website (www.view-finder.org.uk)

The project was planned in the context of the City’s 
Children & Young People’s Plan (2009 – 2012), 
which identifies four Strategic Improvement 
Priorities, of which ‘Promote health and wellbeing, 
inclusion and achievement’ is most relevant: 
The Children and Young People’s Team will 
support parents to bring up their children, 
commissioning services that improve the health, 
wellbeing and achievement of all children and 
young people, wherever possible ensuring 
mainstream services include those who are 
vulnerable or have additional needs. We will 
support young people on the pathway to 
success, targeting and challenging those at risk 
of making negative choices about their lifestyles.

Teachers have formally reported an improvement  
in levels of achievement: 
The project covered the ‘working with digital  
art and design briefs’ unit of the BTEC Art and 
Design specification. Involvement in this project 
has resulted in a wider variety of creative 
experience and experimentation resulting in  
a broader portfolio. The level and standard of 
creative experiments, emotional expression and 
artistic analysis resulting from this project has 
given students a real advantage. The reading  
and writing levels of the two students with special 
needs have improved and the three English as an 
Additional Language students have said they are 
much more confident in their other subjects. 

Some students were able to reach the distinction 
level of the BTEC assessment criteria relating  
to how they can analyse their own work and the 
work of other artists. 50% of students are now  
on track for a Merit or Distinction. This is an 
improvement on the previous year’s predicted 
grade of a pass. Katie Paine, Head of Art, BACA

The project also demonstrated different ways of 
teaching art:
I think we have learned that we tend to stick to the 
safer options when planning and delivering our 
curriculum - sticking to more traditional art and 
design practice and tried and tested projects. It 
always feels like a risk to give up some control in 
this respect. However, this experience has shown 
us that the risk is worth it when considering what 
students have gained from the experience. 
Katie Paine, Head of Art, BACA

Participation has changed attitudes to learning 
more widely, demonstrated by increased 
confidence, previously unseen evidence of 
independent learning, and some change in 
aspirations as well as careers awareness. 

Most of the group have become more 
independent learners. They have been able to  
set their own deadlines and work at home on this 
project. There has been a real shift in the way 
that students have been working. Katie Paine, 
Head of Art, BACA

The project partners are now working with the  
City Council and the Foundation that is funding  
the development of BACA and a new Academy  
in Brighton. The Foundation is keen to explore the  
role of contemporary visual art in extending pupils’ 
understanding of routes into the creative industries 
and increasing their ambition and entrepreneurship. 
It believes that the three arts organisations are the 
best delivery partners.

Galleries in Devon:  
Art on Your Doorstep
Through enquire, and with the support of the 
County Art Adviser, galleries in Devon have 
collaborated on training for artists, learning 
resources and web-based information.

The training events have been valued by the 
Adviser, teachers and youth workers:
The event at the Thelma Hulbert Gallery gave  
the participants a real insight into the way gallery 
education works, what it can provide to support 
and stimulate learning for pupils of different ages. 
The event not only provided an introduction  
to and explanation of how a gallery can work  
with and alongside schools but also provided 
methodologies which teachers can use directly 
with pupils on visits and in the school. These 
methodologies can also be used independently 
by teachers in the classroom or on visits to other 
galleries. Phil Creek, Devon LDP Art Adviser

The galleries are promoting a joint offer for schools 
across Devon. Schools, local authorities and other 
agencies have learned about the opportunities 
available to support learning, and the benefits of 
working in partnership with galleries. 

The Art on Your Doorstep event was very helpful. 
I found out about the other galleries that I can 
work with and will be working with the cluster to 
produce an AQA award (Unit Award Scheme) 
which I can use with my students. It’s really 
difficult to find activities which recognise their 
needs and this is a great opportunity which has 
been recognised by Ofsted. David Myers, Art 
Teacher, Atkinson Secure Children’s Home School

The work done for enquire phase 4 contributed to 
forging a partnership with ‘Making it Local’ who 
have provided £4,000 worth of funding for schools 
in the Blackdown Hills, with Trip Community 
Transport who will provide transport for schools to 
get to the Gallery, often an obstacle for schools 
coming from rural areas. Angela Blackwell, Curator 
and Education Manager Thelma Hulbert Gallery

Isle of Wight / Quay Arts
Studio Quay and the Young Curators 
programmes offer opportunities for students 
to develop their work outside school and to 
engage in work-related learning through the 
organisation of a public exhibition

The programmes were designed for students who 
want to build portfolios and who aim to progress 
into Higher Education to study art or to work in the 
creative industries. They support the National 
Curriculum’s emphasis on skills-based learning by 
providing experience in communication, working 
with others, problem-solving, improving learning and 
performance, and developing thinking skills such as 
reasoning, enquiry, creative thinking and evaluation.
 
Having a working relationship with Quay Arts has 
been instrumental in supporting the progress of  
so many of Medina High’s art students. Studio 
Quay has enabled them to use the gallery space  
as an extension of the classroom. All have valued 
the range of opportunities the programme has 
provided, from using the gallery space as a  
studio, a point of discussion or being supported  
in the development of their portfolios. Many 
participants are now enjoying Art Foundation  
and degree courses.

More recently four of our pupils were selected as 
part of the Young Curators Team. This experience 
required commitment and provided a real 
challenge. From inception to realisation it has 
been an incredible journey for them all. Working  
on the exhibition has enhanced their skills  
and understanding to a level that could not  
be provided at school. I am very proud of what 
they have achieved, individually and collectively.  
Karen Sutherland, Art Teacher, Medina High School

Students value these opportunities, and the ways  
in which they extend and complement studies  
in school:
As part of Quay Arts’ Young Curators team,  
over the last four months we have had the 
fantastic opportunity to experience the curating 
process at all its stages in a professional creative 
environment. 

As a team, we have spoken to professionals and 
visited galleries both in and outside the local 
area. In particular, we find the challenges and 
choices at the stage of hanging work interesting 
and beneficial to both our art knowledge and 
practical thinking skills. Young Curators’ 
comments for Learning Curve newsletter

View-finder event at Jubilee Library, Brighton.
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