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Unlocking Culture: an entitlement for children and young people 
5 – 6 November 2019, Newcastle and Gateshead 
  
#UnlockingCulture2019 

 

1 Iain Wheeldon, Lecturer, School of Arts and Cultures, Newcastle University  

An interactive session during which delegates will look at the ‘Cultural Peeps’ 
podcast series (created by Iain for students at Newcastle University), the 
potential of podcasting as a means to reach your audience in a different way, 
and a practical look at how to set up an in-house podcast.  

2 Jack Brown, Artist Educator  

A practical workshop where delegates will explore the constraints of the systems 
in which artists and educators work with young people. 

3 Will Sadler, Development Director & Andrew Coats, Creative Director, 
Beacon Films with 2 Beacon Films Filmmakers 

Introduction to Beacon Films CIC, a Newcastle-based training and production 
company for filmmakers with learning disabilities, autism and additional needs. 
Followed by a practical session where student filmmakers (Adam Fay and Paul 
Lycett) will lead a taster session looking at how to make a film on your 
smartphone/tablet.  

4 Alison Bowyer, Executive Director, Kids in Museums & Stewart Parsons, 
Director, Get It Loud In Libraries  

A session looking at alternative ways to engage young audiences with your arts 
venue looking at examples of Kids In Museums’ Teen Takeover Day and Get It 
Loud in Libraries and Kids in Museums work together on Gigs in Museums in 
Wales.  

5 Nicole Heidtke, Lead Artist/Arts Programmer, Templar Arts and Leisure 
Centre  

Nicole will give an introduction to the work of talc, working in the community 
throughout Argyll and the Islands with young people as leaders, inviting former 
students back to lead 1:1 workshops, CPD training for tutors, etc. Nicole will lead 
delegates in an interactive session and discussion looking at ways to engage 
young people in the work on an arts centre. 

6 Val Tobiass, Learning & Engagement Co-ordinator (Schools), Berwick 
Visual Arts and The Maltings with Dr Judy Thomas, Senior Lecturer Fine 
Art / Co-Director Learning and Teaching (Faculty of Arts), Northumbria 
University  



  

 2 

Val and Judy will deliver a breakout session sharing findings from their Paul 
Hamlyn Foundation funded project ‘Create, Aspire, Transform (CAT): North 
Northumberland Schools Cultural Education Leadership Programme’. Through 
the project they have been working closely with 4 Berwick-upon-Tweed schools 
on a visual arts learning and engagement programme running until the end of 
2019. The project aims to support teachers and pupils to work with visual arts in 
new ways and for some, to engage with visual artists and galleries for the very 
first time. 

7 Rachel Dunlop, Participation Manager, Peak  

Rachel will deliver a practical breakout session inspired by Peak’s Illumine 
project – a digital arts training project for young people based in The Brecon 
Beacons National Park. https://peak.cymru/illumine-2/  

Delegates will delve into models of co-creation and what it means to offer 
authentic creative direction with ‘young peers’. Learn about how Illumine 
challenged perceptions of contemporary rural culture for young people and how 
the project refined Peak’s approach to digital.  

Through activities together delegates will explore:  

—Insight into how to engage with rurally-based young people, with a focus on 
those aged 16-25  

— Knowledge of ‘co-creation’ models with artists and young people  

— Tips from Peak’s experience of giving young people a meaningful voice in 
governance and artistic programming. 

8 David Jones, Community Liaison Manager, International Centre for Life 

David will deliver a breakout session introducing his work with young people with 
autism, exploring how the project has grown and shifted in focus and the 
unexpected outcomes such as his personal growth and understanding of young 
people’s needs. David will lead the group in an interactive/practical session 
challenging delegates to think differently about audiences with autism.  

9 Cheryl Gavin, Senior Project Manager, Helix Arts, with Julia, a young 
participant of a Helix Arts project 

Cheryl will deliver a breakout session introducing Helix Arts and offer insights 
into their work with diverse groups of young people across the North East 
through Make it Happen and other programmes. Cheryl will lead the group in an 
interactive/practical session focused on working with young people as 
leaders/co-producers in varied settings from army barracks to schools to youth 
centres. 

Cheryl will be joined by Julia, a young participant of a project Helix Arts is 
running with Sunderland Culture, which is due to culminate in a takeover of Arts 
Centre Washington in November.  

10 Miles Wallis-Clark – Hotspur Primary School 

Headteacher Miles Wallis-Clarke and pupils from Hotspur Primary School will 
lead a breakout session introducing delegates to their work with Laing Art Gallery 
called ‘Take 15 Pictures’, which involves pupils in co-production. This project 
follows on from work with Great North Museum: The Hancock last year called 
‘Take 15 Objects’. 
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