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engage Scotland – Go & See funding report

Grampian Hospitals Art Trust – Suttie Arts Space 
Research Trip to London, April 21st – 25th 2014

Brief Description

The Director and Programme Curator of GHAT undertook a research trip to London in April 
2014 to meet with UK leaders in arts and healthcare, to initiate the first stages in working in 
partnership with relevant organisations, and to increase the profile of and support towards 
arts within healthcare. The trip enabled us to compare and contrast methods of audience 
development, awareness and engagement, with the vast and diverse potential audience for 
arts within healthcare.

Support & Impact Development of Equality & Diversity Policy

The trip was hugely beneficial in that it enabled GHAT to raise the profile of the Suttie Arts 
Space (opening autumn 2014), and learn from the experiences of the organisations and 
individuals we met, including:

The Wellcome Trust & Collection: Head Curator, James Peto

London Arts in Health Forum & The National Alliance for Arts in Healthcare: Director 
(both), Damian Hebron

University College London Hosptials: Arts Curator, Guy Noble

The trip made us aware of the importance in creating a space in which our audience will feel 
welcome to visit at their own pace. It is extremely important for GHAT to ‘slowly introduce’ the 
Suttie Arts Space to our immediate (potential 20,000 daily within Aberdeen Royal Infirmary) 
and external audience. Meeting with James Peto (Wellcome) was important as we discussed 
the means by which they introduce artists to specific themes and how to find a balance 
between visually curious presentation and work that deals with potentially sensitive themes. 
We introduced ideas for our arts programme, and ideas for continuous audience engagement 
that we felt would be practical and deliverable for our small core team. James explained the 
Wellcome Trust would be interested for us to communicate our intentions more specifically 
with them upon return, as there may be opportunities for funding and partnership support in 
the immediate future.

Damian Hebron (LAHF) detailed his experience in working to raise the profile and awareness 
of the importance of arts within healthcare, and advised us on the practicalities and realities  
of establishing a wider forum for networking between arts and healthcare organisations. 
Ultimately, GHAT would like to discuss the possibility of a Scotland-specific alliance for arts 
within healthcare, with broad intentions being to raise the profile of arts within healthcare, and 
communicate its importance within the healthcare context and as a means of supporting arts 
practitioners to undertake new projects and make new work.
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Guy Noble (UCLH) introduced the specific design and architecture of the UCLH premises, and 
how arts was integral to the strategy. GHAT have been increasingly involved via our service-
level agreement with NHSG in the processes of design within hospitals, and Guy provided 
valuable insight into how to effectively integrate better design for the wellbeing of patients,  
staff and visitors.

Shared Learning

We have met with our board of directors, trustees, and arts & NHS advisory groups to feed 
back key outcomes of the trip. The trip has been an important method of communicating 
the worth in meeting with other relevant arts organisations to the aforementioned groups, 
and how it is imperative to undertake research out-with our immediate working environment. 
GHAT is at a stage in its development where it can confidently communicate the positive 
impact it has within healthcare, and importantly, the positive impact and support it facilitates 
for arts practitioners, and its ambition for the Suttie Arts Space to be nationally significant 
space for arts.

Unexpected Outcomes

We met with David Hoyland, director of Seventeen Gallery, to discuss the possibility of 
including an artist they represent in a group show we are currently developing for the Suttie 
Arts Space. We then attended openings/events in the area following the meeting, and 
introduce the Suttie Arts Space to various other galleries/artists.

We met with a range of former colleagues, who we went with to see numerous exhibitions 
and events, including Martin Creed at Hayward, Mattisse at Tate Modern, Ruin Lust at Tate 
Britain, numerous events at Fitzrovia Lates, and ‘Curious Conversations’ discussion on 
collaboration between artists and medical staff at Southbank Centre. 

Since returning, GHAT have initiated a consultation process between Babs McCool (NHS 
Forth Valley), Jackie Sands (NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde), and Susan Grant (NHS Lothian), 
with ongoing advice from Maggie Maxwell (Creative Scotland) regarding the possibility of 
establishing a Scotland-wide support network of arts within healthcare organisations.

The support from engage Scotland Go & See funding was hugely beneficial to GHAT as an 
organisation at an ambitious stage in development, to ensure we are aware of the importance 
of equality and diversity being integral within our work.


