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Design your own fossil stone
Draw natural shapes like leaves, shells or petals, or take some 
rubbings from natural surfaces using crayons, pastels or dry mud. 

Chatsworth is a house made of  local stone. Materials that were sourced 
locally were used to build it and to decorate it.  Local stones and minerals can 
be seen outside and inside the building. 

The window sills in the Great Chamber are made from classic, pale grey 
Derbyshire crinoidal limestone.

Crinoidal limestone

Crinoids are tiny sea animals that 
had long stems, cup like bodies 
and long arms.  They are 
commonly known as ‘Derbyshire 
screws’.  They were trapped as 
fossils in the limestone - which 
gives the stone its name.

How many Crinoids can you see?

This sculpture was built for the Chatsworth Garden 
by the artist Laura Ellen-Bacon.  It was inspired by 
the dry stone walls you might see in Derbyshire and 
the huge stones in the Rockery Garden at 
Chatsworth - one of  the earliest and largest rock 
gardens in the world.  

Natural Course appears to slowly flow over the land 
and grow from the ground into a solid mass.  It  
celebrates the craft of  creating dry stone walls by 
hand – a special skill across Derbyshire.

Natural Course

Build a mini sculpture
Use found, natural materials to build your own sculpture. 
This can be done with things you might find on a walk or a trip to the local park.
You could use sticks, stones, pebbles, leaves, mud or clay. 

Design a garden 
How would you like to design an interesting garden to decorate the front of  
Chatsworth?  Decorate this illustration with plants, trees, shrubs, sculptures or 
statues.  Use any drawing tools you like and create a colourful garden of  your own.  
Try using pressed flowers or cut and stick plant shapes using different coloured 
papers (wrapping paper, packaging or recycling). 

Children’s Art Week is run by Engage, the National Association for Gallery Education and supported in 2020 by Engage Scotland, Engage Cymru and The D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust. @engagevisualart  #ChildrensArtWeek #GetKidsCreating 
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